[Application of molecular biology techniques to malignant haematology].
Malignant hemopathies, although heterogeneous in their prognosis and oncogenesis, represent an interesting model for studying cancer genesis mechanisms in man through the recurrent presence of genetic abnormalities involved in oncogenesis and the availability of tumour material. Nowadays, molecular biology techniques are very much used for the diagnosis, the treatment and the follow-up of these diseases. Firstly used for research, the new techniques have completely changed our ability to characterise malignant hemopathies and to understand the cancer-inducing processes, permitting us to perform the biological assessment of patients with malignant hemopathies, the diagnosis, and to estimate and follow the outcome of patients after treatment. At a more fundamental level, the structural and functional analysis of the deregulated genes implied in leukaemia and lymphoma has improved our knowledge and understanding of oncogenic and physiologic mechanisms significantly.